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letterheads and bound in morocco leather or fine wood
with metal work and silver clasps. Among the messages
read on this occasion were those from the Royal Society of
London, the Paris Academy, the Scientific Societies of
America, the scientific academies of Czechoslovakia,
Yugoslavia, and Georgia, and the University of Cracow.
One after another representatives mounted the rostrum,
each clasping his folio volume, read its contents, bowed to
the applause, and handed his address to the .President.
As at the first session, more and more empty seats appeared
in the hail, and about 11 p.m. the meeting was closed and
the survivors went home. Russians and foreigners alike
realised that these formal sessions were a necessary
introduction to the informal discussions they all wanted:
so they sat them out patiently, even though the Russians
could not hear, and the foreigners could neither hear nor
understand, most of what went on.
On the following day, Monday, 18 June, the sectional
meetings began; the chemists in one hall; the biologists in
another, and so on. These meetings were scarcely less
formal than the * solemn' session in the Bolshoi Theatre.
They opened at 11 a.m. and continued with one brief
interval till 4 or 5 p.m. The time was occupied with
addresses by the leaders of Soviet science, together with
short speeches of greeting from foreign guests, all of which
were reported hi the press. On the platform at each
meeting sat the Academicians for the appropriate section,
in a setting of flowers, red drapery, and a bust of Lenin.
At the Institute of History of the Academy of Sciences
there was a symposium, on Slavonic affairs. It was
announced that the Academy's history of Bulgaria had
already been published and that the Academy wrould shortly
publish a two-volume history of Poland. Speeches by
professors from Poland, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and
Yugoslavia ' were listened to with great attention *. They
^a|l emphasised the desirability of fruitful co-operation
between scientists of the Slav nations.

